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Unlike earlier elections, Dalit voters in

the state seemed to have felt much safar

while voting following adequate secu-
rity arrangements by the administra-

tion in accordance with the advice of

the National Dalit Election Watch
(NDEW). The NDEW has received only
68 complaints in this election as com-
pared to 181 complaints of harassment
of Dalit voters during the Assembly
election, ML, Mimroth, national con-
vener of the NDEW, said.

Prior to the polling, the NDEW had
produced before the Election Commis-
sion a list of around 1,086 sensitive ar-
eas in the state, where Dalit voters could
be harassed by the dominating castes.
In its report the organisation pointed
out Dausa, Karauli, Sawai Madhopur,

Dholpur, Bharatpur, Alwar and Ajmer
districts as the sensitive areas. Most of
these areas are dominated by either
Gurjar or Meena community.

“There were many areas where 100%
voting was reported in favour of a par-
ticular candidate during Assembly elec-
tions. In these areas, we suspected bo-
gus voting, In most of the sensitive ar-
eas, Dalits were denied to exercise their
right to vote,” Mimroth said.

The EC had taken a serious stand on

the revelations of these facts and had
issued an order ensuring the right of
franchise to the Dalit voters. Following
the instructions, the police and admin-

istration in the state had made special
security arrangements,

However, there were stray incidents
of violence against the Dalit voters in
Dausa, Karauli and in Jaipur (Rural).
“We have reports and we will coordi-
nate to secure voting rights of all the
Dalits in the state,” added Mimroth.




