' Dali voters attacke |

So claims NGO body Rajasthan Dalit Election Watch; offiials say they will look into it

BOOTH CAPTURINGS, denial
of acoess to Dalit vters tothe
polling booths, beatings and
torture of Dalit voters and
other excesses by miscreant
elements belonging to domi-
nant castes.

Mare than 100 complaints fo
thi effact were received states
Rajasthan Dalit Election
Watch (RDEW) that works
under the Natiomal Dalit
Election Watch.

The ROEW, a non govern-
ment organisation (NGO)
worksfor the upliftof the Dalit

community
( State coordinator of the

RDEW Gopal Ram Verma
informed that in some incl-

such as Karolt Dholpur, Alwar,
Jhodhpur, Afmer, Dausa,
TookSawaimadhopur,

dents Dalits have been severe:  Nagaur,

Iy attacked by sharp weapons
and firearms.

In polling booth at Basal
Tala, Barmer, & Dalit Shabu
Meghwal was brutally beaten

Barmer, Jhalawar and
Bharatpur, where the Daliis
were prevented from voting by
the dominant caste members
or were brutally beaten by

and prevented from castinghis ~ them.

wole.

Similarly at Baglai in Dausa,
six peopils were brutally beat-
en by the dominant caste mem-
‘bers and one parson died infir-
Ing in Kolwara Khandar of
Tk in Sawaimadhopur con-
stituency, said Verma.

He said the watch control
room received around 85 com-
plaints from constituencles

Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) vice presi
dent Raghu Sharma said,
“This is not the first time that
suchincidents are happening.
Inevery election, the Dalits are
restricted from voting. It is

unfortunate”

very
Sharma said, “Tt s the duty

Why not deploy extra police
force at such places where
there such a possibility”™

Party (BSP) state president
Dungar Ram Gedar on Friday
said, “T have met chief elec-
toral offioer Vinod Jutshi and
submitted a two-page com-
plaint over the same issue.”
Gedar added, “In my com-
plaint, Thave mentioned areas
where Dalits were stopped
from casting thetr vole such as
Bilada, Bhopalgarh and Osta.
It is very unfortunate that in
an independent country like
India people are treated Iike

of the Election Commissionto  this,

ensure that Dalits vote safely

Sociologist Rajeett Gupta

sadd, It s known fact that after

All fhese caste groups wish to
maintain their control and
monopoly over wealth, pres-
tige and power,” he added.
Gupta said, "As a result the
‘participation of the Dalits in
adult franchise is not appreci-
ated by the dominant caste of
the area and this is the main
reason for their victimisation.
He sald, “This needs to be
cantrolled by the administra-
tion. But by and large they also
belong to upper and middle

castes. As a result their efforts

- arejust evewash, this is where
. thelr serfonsness needs to be

questioned,” he said.

BJP state women president
‘Suman Sharma said, ‘Tt s very
unfortunate but the fact Is
Dalits are always considered
‘a5 mere vote hank by the par-
thes”

She said, “The Election
Commission has alsa become
a part of the ruling govern-
ment and they are not inde-
pendent. The day Dalits
‘become literate and would not
be considered as a vote bank,
wwlﬂhmmﬁs}m

" Director General of Police

PK Tiwar] said, “This is the

freely. Additional security
foroes were deployed at sensi-
tive areas. Zonal magistrates
were on constant rounds fo
keep vigilIf any such incl-
dents have taken place, then
we will certainly loak info it,"




